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Preparing for Worship 
 

As you prepare for God’s action in your life today, set aside the busy-ness and distractions of 

your everyday routine.  We invite you to 

- in your Bible or Hymnal, read through today’s appointed psalm:  PSALM 146 

- Review today’s Scripture readings in the bulletin 

- Focus on the Lord in prayer.  Sample prayers are on the inside front cover of the hymnal, 

or feel free to use our usual pre-service prayer: 
 

Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

Please feel free to participate further in this modified service 

by reading aloud  the lines in bold marked for congregational participation 
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Invocation 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

                

A time for silent reflection upon God’s Word and personal prayers of confession 

 

P   Dear Heavenly Father, 

C   we confess that by nature we sin regularly and often without even 

thinking. Our thoughts, words, and deeds reflect the world around us 

rather than the grace You have showered upon us. We have not loved 

You above all things; we have loved ourselves more than our 

neighbors. Without Your help, we cannot free ourselves. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, forgive us; by the power of Your 

Holy Spirit, renew in us clean hearts and willing minds that we glorify 

Your holy name each day until we see the paradise You have so 

graciously promised us. 
 

 

 

Declaration of Grace 
P   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To 

those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 
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God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved.  
 

      Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  
 

C  Amen. 
 

 

† Service of the Word † 
Introit     Ps. 30:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 149:1 

         
 

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,* 

     his praise in the assembly of the | godly! 

I will extol you, O LORD, for you have | drawn me up* 

     and have not let my foes rejoice | over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried to | you for help,* 

     and you have | healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;* 

     you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O | you his saints,* 

     and give thanks to his | holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.* 

     Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning. 
 

 

 
 

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a | new song,* 

     his praise in the assembly of the | godly! 
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Kyrie 
 

P   In the peace won for us on the cross, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 

P   For the peace of a world that does not know Him, for the well-being of the 

Church whose head He is, and for the unity of all who ask Him to 

remember them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 

P   For this holy house and for all who, having seen in Jesus’ sacrifice the love 

of the invisible God revealed, respond here in worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 

P   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

 

 

Hymn of Praise             “O Worship the King” vs. 1 & 5               LSB 804 
 

 

 

1 O worship the King, 

    all-glorious above. 

O gratefully sing 

    His pow’r and His love; 

Our shield and defender, 

    the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor 

    and girded with praise. 
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 5 Frail children of dust 

    and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, 

    nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how 

tender, 

    how firm to the end, 

Our maker, defender, 

    redeemer, and friend! 
 

 

Collect of the Day 

P   Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father and our eternal Savior, hear the 

prayers of Your people especially for our deliverance when called to suffer 

for Your sake.  

C   Deliver us and all our persecutors from the just judgment of our sins, 

and receive us into the eternal mansions prepared for us;  

P   for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 
 

First Reading                                                                                        Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
     1

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
2
And the twelve summoned the 

full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 

preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3
Therefore, brothers, pick out from 

among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 

we will appoint to this duty. 
4
But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.” 
5
And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and 

they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte 

of Antioch. 
6
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 

hands on them. 
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7
And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the  

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 

became obedient to the faith. 

      
8
And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 

among the people. 
9
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, 

and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 
7:2

And 

Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . .            
51

“You stiff-necked 

people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 

your fathers did, so do you. 
52

Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of 

the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 
53

you who 

received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

      
54

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 

their teeth at him. 
55

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56

And he said, 

“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.” 
57

But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 

and rushed together at him. 
58

Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 
59

And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 
60

And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel     John 14:1–14 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

     1
[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me. 
2
In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3
And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 
4
And you know the way to where I am going.” 

5
Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 
7
If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 

      
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 

9
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know 

me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 
10

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11

Believe me that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 

works themselves. 

      
12

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 

Father. 
13

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 
14

If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Hymn               “Christ the Eternal Lord”                    LSB 829 
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Sermon                    “Extra in the Ordinary”              Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
 

 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Prayer for Mother’s Day 

P   Dearest Lord Jesus, 

C   bless all mothers.  Help mothers to raise their children to trust You.  

Be with those mothers who journey alone; give them an extra measure 

of Your grace.  Comfort those mothers who have said goodbye to their 

children and those who long to be mothers.  Protect all expectant 

mothers.  Help us all to honor our mothers, whether they are with us 

now or at home with You.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Collect 

P   Grant to us, almighty God that we live each day of our pilgrimage in love 

toward You and the people around us until that day we greet our Savior at 

His return in glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you  

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give 

you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn       “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”        LSB 465 

 
Sending 

P  Go in Peace; serve the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God! 
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