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Reformation Sunday (observed)
October 25, 2020

Preparing for Divine Service
As you prepare for God’s action in your life today, set aside the busy-ness and distractions
of your everyday routine. We invite you to
- in your Bible or Hymnal, read through today’s appointed psalm: PSALM 48
- Review today’s Scripture readings in the bulletin
- Focus on the Lord in prayer. Sample prayers are on the inside front cover of the
hymnal, or feel free to use our usual pre-service prayer:
Prayer before Worship
O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I
may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

Please feel free to participate further in this modified service
by reading aloud the lines in bold marked for congregational participation

“The Church’s One Foundation” v. 1

Opening Hymn
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Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

† Confession and Absolution †
P Lord of hosts,
C hear our confession of sins and grant us Your mercy and
forgiveness. We have not trusted in Your promised protection and
strength but have looked elsewhere for help and refuge. You alone
have provided the cure for what truly causes our separation,
troubles, and death. For the sake of Christ, Your Son, our
Redeemer, grant us forgiveness and deliverance from all that would
keep us from Your present help. We ask it in the name of Jesus.
(In Service Absolution)
P May He who has begun this good work in you bring it to completion in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you.
C Amen.

† Service of the Word †
Entrance Hymn

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
1 Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!
2
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2 Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!
3 Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!
4 Thankful hearts raise to God;
Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you;
Thankful hearts raise to God!

Kyrie

Lord, _______ have mer - cy,

Lord, _______ have mer

Christ, ______ have mer - cy.

-

-

-

cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, silence our fears when Your good
creation seems out of control and evil appears to run with no
boundaries.
3

C Like the dawning of a new day, dispel the darkness of our hearts
and renew confident faith in Your constant presence and gracious
protection;
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Epistle

Hebrews 13:7-9

7

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by
diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened
by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 22:34–46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
34

When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And he
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first
commandment. 39And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. 40On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”
41
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a
question, 42saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then
that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,
4

44

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet’?

45

If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46And no one was able
to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any
more questions.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day
Sermon
Catechism

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
“Keep On Reforming”
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Hebrews 13:7-9

Incorporating Psalm 46 and the Apostles’ Creed

P Our faith is in God the Father, the almighty Creator of all that exists.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, who has made me and all
creatures. He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my
members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from
all evil.
P Our faith is in God the Son, whose sacrifice on the cross opens to us
eternal life in God’s eternal presence.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

5

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death. He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity.
P Our faith is in God the Holy Spirit, whose gift of faith gives us eternal
peace with God.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
He burns the chariots with fire.
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, who in the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, daily and richly forgives all my sins and the
sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is
most certainly true.

Prayer of the Church
Lord's Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect
P Let us pray.
Thanks and praise to You, heavenly Father, that You have assured us
that we are freed from the wrath due us for our sins and freed to serve
You in joy.
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C Help us to trust firmly in Your forgiveness and guidance each day
until faith turns to sight;
P for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” vs. 1-4
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Sending
P
C

Go in Peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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