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The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020

Preparing for Divine Service
As you prepare for God’s action in your life today, set aside the busy-ness and distractions
of your everyday routine. We invite you to
- in your Bible or Hymnal, read through today’s appointed psalm: PSALM 90:1-12
- Review today’s Scripture readings in the bulletin
- Focus on the Lord in prayer. Sample prayers are on the inside front cover of the
hymnal, or feel free to use our usual pre-service prayer:
Prayer before Worship
O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I
may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

Please feel free to participate further in this modified service
by reading aloud the lines in bold marked for congregational participation

Opening Hymn “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” v. 1 LSB 411
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

† Confession and Absolution †
P Our heavenly Father has done and given more than we could ever ask
for or imagine. And still, we have been ungrateful. At times, we have
been lazy and unfaithful servants. Your heavenly Father invites you to
return to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
P Heavenly Father,
C we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good gifts
You have given us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and
actions. We have failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, O Lord, that we might be restored as Your servants.
(In Service Absolution)
P May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
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† Service of the Word †
Entrance Hymn
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” vs. 2-3

LSB 411

Kyrie
P
C

O Lord,
have mercy.

P
C

O Christ,
have mercy.

P
C

O Lord,
have mercy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, You are our good and faithful Master.
C Thank You for the blessings You keep pouring into our lives. Make
us stronger in Your will so that we serve our neighbor and serve
You well and faithfully;
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need
to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are
saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
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upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you
like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are
not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that
whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore
encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Matthew 25:14–30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
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[Jesus said:] “It will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents,
to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded
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with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two
talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long
time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
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And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have
made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received
the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed,
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so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you
have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather
where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my
own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has
the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will
have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be
taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day “The Day is Surely Drawing Near” vs. 1-2, 5-6 LSB 508
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Sermon

“Good and Faithful Master”

Matthew 25:14–30

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Lord's Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have graced us with
Your presence in this Sacrament.
C Keep us in the one true faith until life everlasting when we enter
into the joy of our Master;
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” vs. 1 & 3

LSB 809

Sending
P Go in Peace; serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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