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Preparing for Divine Service
You’ve taken your seat and greeted fellow worshipers. Now is a good time to prepare for
God’s action in your life by setting aside the busy-ness and distractions of everyday life.
- In the front section of the hymnal, read through today’s appointed psalm:
PSALM 29
- Review today’s Scripture readings in the bulletin
- Focus on the Lord in prayer. Sample prayers are on the inside front cover of the
hymnal, or feel free to use our usual pre-service prayer:
Prayer before Worship
O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I
may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

Please feel free to participate further in this modified service
by reading aloud the lines in bold marked for congregational participation

Opening Hymn

“Thy Strong Word” vs. 1 & 6
Please rise at verse 6

LSB 578

Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences

Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4

P In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
C And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
P And God said, “Let there be light.”
C The voice of the Lord is over the waters.
P The voice of the Lord is powerful.
C The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
P The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son.
C The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too.

† Confession and Absolution †
P In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and we were united with Christ.
Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely independent and answer
only to ourselves. We have lived as if our life were not in Jesus, but in
our own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back
to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
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P Heavenly Father,
C we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew
us, and unite us to Your name.
(In Service Absolution)
P May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

† Service of the Word †
Introit

Ps. 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Is. 42:1a

Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
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as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, at the Baptism of Jesus, You revealed Him as Your
beloved Son.
C Unite us to Christ, so that we daily die to sin and arise to newness of
life. Give us peace and power in that life so that we joyfully share
the truth of Your Good News meant for all;
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P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 1:1–5
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
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And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw
that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.
5
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
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A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Mark 1:4–11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
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John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of
Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier
than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.
8
I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water,
immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day

Sermon

“Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered”

“Jesus in the Water”

LSB 404

Mark 1:4–11

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Lord's Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have revealed to us
Your beloved Son, Jesus.
C We pray that You strengthen us in faith in Christ and always give
us the power to live as Your children;
P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
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Closing Hymn “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”

LSB 590

vs. 1, 3-4

Sending
P
C

Go in Peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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